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offers a theory of poetry 'by the way of a description of poetic influence, or the story of intra-poetic
relationship' (1973 5). The intra-poetic relationship contends with the darker truth that every poet qua poet
suffers from the anxiety of influence; a 'melancholy principle that makes the poet wonder whether there is
anything left at all for him to say. The poetic influence, Bloom proposes, creates anxiety. Therefore, the new
poet wants to see the 'libraries burning', scan so that he can enter into the canon. However a historical
approach, following Foucault Shows that literature has always served political power and that the canon has
been a construct for similar ends. So, Foucault would say, let the canon be deconstructed to reveal this power
structure and let the literary values be redefined to serve social goals. This almost invariably means the goals of
feminists and multiculturalism also. They argue that the process of canon-formation has expressed the
interests of the dominant class to the exclusion of women, homosexuals and non-Europeans. Like the Biblical
canon the literary canon has been closed to all but dead White phallocentrists, and must be forced open. Bloom
lumps together the various critical schools, which derive inspiration from this approach as the School-of-
Resentment. Against this chool-of-resentment Bloom propagates 'aestheticism' as the sole test of 'canonicity".
His concept of originality leads him to defend the "autonomy of aesthetics' which returns us to 'the sovereignty
of the solitary soul, the reader not as a person...
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