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of dissolving many substances. There are very few substances,
either gaseous, liquid, or solid, that water cannot dissolve. This
solvent power is greatly increased by heat, therefore warm
water is more useful for washing purposes than cold water. Its
action on the soiled clothes is so effective that the particles of
dirt and the impure particles from the body are loosened, and
the clothes become clean and fresh. We rarely meet with water
in its pure state. On account of its great solvent powers it
dissolves foreign matters as it runs through the rocks or soil.
Hard Water.--When water is impregnated with mineral salts,
such as lime or salts of magnesia, the water becomes unfit for
laundry purposes, and we call such water hard water. The
degree of the hardness of the water depends on the amount of
mineral salts the water contains. Sea...
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