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Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.To understand a series of events in the past, one needs to do more than just
know a set of detailed and isolated facts. Historical understanding is a process to work out the best way to
generalize accurately about something that has happened. It is an ongoing and never-ending discussion about
what events mean, why they took place the way they did, and how and to what extent that past experience
aCects our present or provides a useful example for our general appreciation of our development over time.
Historical understanding is an examination that involves attaching specifics to wide trends and broad ideas. In
this, individual actors in history can be surprised to find that their actions involve trends and issues that they
were not thinking about at the time they were involved in a past action as well as those that they do recognize
and were thinking about at the time. It is the historians job to look beyond specifics to see context and to make
connections with trends that are not otherwise obvious. The process of moving from recorded facts to a
general understanding can be a long one. For events that take place within a government agency, such as the
U. S. Navy, the process cannot even begin until the information and key documents become public knowledge
and can be disseminated widely enough to bring diCerent viewpoints and wider perspectives to bear upon
them. This volume is published to help begin that process of wider historical understanding and generalization
for the subject of strategic thinking in the U. S. Navy during the last phases of the Cold War. To facilitate this
beginning, we offer here the now-declassified, full...
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