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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 176 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.4in.One of the peculiarities of Bulwer was his
passion for occult studies. They had a charm for him early in life, and he pursued them with the earnestness
which characterised his pursuit of other studies. He became absorbed in wizard lore; he equipped himself with
magical implements, with rods for transmitting influence, and crystal balls in which to discern coming scenes
and persons; and communed with spiritualists and mediums. The fruit of these mystic studies is seen in Zanoni
and A strange Story, romances which were a labour of love to the author, and into which he threw all the
power he possessed, power re-enforced by multifarious reading and an instinctive appreciation of Oriental
thought. These weird stories, in which the author has formulated his theory of magic, are of a wholly diEerent
type from his previous fictions, and, in place of the heroes and villains of every day life, we have beings that
belong in part to another sphere, and that deal with mysterious and occult agencies. Once more the old
forgotten lore of the Cabala is unfolded; the furnace of the alchemist, whose fires have been extinct for
centuries, is lighted anew, and the lamp of the Rosicrucian re-illumined. No other works of the author,
contradictory as have been the opinions of them, have provoked such a diversity of criticism as these. To some
persons they represent a temporary aberration of genius rather than any serious thought or definite purpose;
while others regard them as surpassing in bold and original speculation, profound analysis of character, and
thrilling interest, all of the authors other works. The truth, we believe, lies midway between these extremes. It is
questionable...
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