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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Vector Analysis and the Theory of Relativity One of
the most striking effects of the publication of Einstein s papers on generalized relativity and of the discussions
which arose in connection with the subsequent astronomical observations was to make students of physics
renew their study of mathematics. At first they attempted to learn simply the technique, but soon there was a
demand to understand more; real mathematical insight was sought. Unfortunately there were no books
available, not even papers. Dr. Murnaghan s little book is a most successful attempt to supply what is a definite
need. Every physicist can read it with profit. He will learn the meaning of a vector for the first time. He will learn
methods which are available for every field of mathematical physics. He will see which of the processes used by
Einstein and others are strictly mathematical and which are physical. Every chapter is illuminating, and the
treatment of the subject is that of a student of mathematics and is not developed ad hoc. The extension of
surface and line integrals is most interesting for physicists and the discussion of the space relations in a four-
dimensional geometry is one most needed. This is specially true concerning the case of point-symmetry which
forms the basis of Einstein s formulae for gravitation as applied to the solar system. | feel personally that | owe
to this book a great debt. | have read it with care and shall read it again. It has given me a definiteness of
understanding which | never had before, and a vision of a field of knowledge which before was remote. About
the Publisher Forgotten Books...
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